SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 15th September, 1870. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Rohilkhund Akhbér of the 3rd Sep- 
tember notices the case of one Karim Bakhsh of Muttra, who 
had been committed to the sessions for having kidnapped a 
girl and secreted her in the house of a prostitute at Agra. 
The case was decided by the Sessions Judge of Agra, at 
Muttra, on the 23rd of August, and the male prisoner convicted 
and sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment, and the pros- 
titute to four years for concealing the matter. 


He remarks that for the sake of prosecuting the case the 
Magistrate of Muttra engaged an English attorney, Mr. Bettie, 
from Agra, at a fee of Rs. 250. To this course he takes 
exception. He wonders that though there are Government 
pleaders both at Muttra and Agra for the prosecution of such 
suits, yet an Assistant Collector or an English attorney is 
nominated for the purpose, and paid a handsome fee. It is 
plain that the fee is a useless loss to Government, and the 
writer thinks that by making some suitable arrangement this 
unnecessary expenditure can be saved. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbér, in reviewing the statement of his 
correspondent, remarks, that cases of kidnapping girls are not 
unfrequent, and that, as they are generally sold to prostitutes, 
an effective check would be put to the crime if Government 
were to order a correct: census of prostitutes to be taken once > 
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for all, and cause all births that should take place thereafter 
to be reported for registration, the accuracy of the reports 
being tested year by year by making enquiries from the 
neighbours. 


The same paper urges on the authorities the necessity of 
patient scrutiny and thorough sifting in criminal cases. False 
complaints and false evidence are rife. . : The true way to remedy 
this is for officers to conduct all local enquiries in person. If 
the locality be readily accessible, or if the.case be very impor- 
tant, the European officers should conduct the enquiry. In 
other cases tahsild4rs with magisterial powers might hold the 
necessary investigation. The happy results of this system have 
been proved by Captain Sanderson, Officiating Cantonment 
Magistrate at Agra. 


Another correspondent of the same — writes as follows 
on the subject of the income-tax :—Although from the state- 
ments made in the newspapers it appears that the budget 
prepared by Sir R. Temple has been found to contain errors, 
and the necessity of enforcing his scheme of taxation dis- 
proved, no orders have hitherto been issued by Government for 
revoking it. All the hopes of the people rest on the papers 
regarding the tax now before the Secretary of State; but it is 
certain that the tax cannot be abolished during the current 
year. It is already being’ collected, and to plead against it 
now will only be a waste of words. There is, however, one 
alternative left whereby we can hope to be relieved from the 
burden. During past years ample provision has been made 
for building barracks on an extensive scale, and to this is chiefly 
due the continued increase in the rate of the income-tax. 
Of late it has been thought advisable to check this extravagant 

_ measure, and economy has been so far kept in view that not 
only has the number of barracks been reduced, but in many 
cases they have only one storey instead of two. Under these 
circumstances, it is manifest that a great portion of the build- 
ing materials, purchased from time to time at a heavy cost, 

must have remained unused. These materials must be lying 
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in. different districts, and there.seems to be to good feason wliy 


they should not be disposed of by auction-sale.. What harm 
will there be if the amount thus realized be substituted for that 
meant to be raised from the income-tax, and the latter..abo- 
lished ? ee 


The same paper rmenie the shohinnnind in the sounitag 
issue, that in constructing the railroad from Moradabad to 
Allygurh the engineers. had neglected to provide culverts for 
the passage of water, and that. in consequenee hundreds of 
cornfields have been flooded, and mentions that.the grievance 
was removed long ago on Mr. C. A. Daniel making a refer- 
ence on the subject to the railway officers concerned... —s—sis 

The Marwér Gazette of the 5th September suggests that, in 
order to put a stop to the thefts and robberies constantly com- 
mitted by people of the Baori tribe who abound in Marwar, 
and to reclaim that lawless race from its. vicious career,: the 
Government of Marwar will do well to enlist ‘them in the 
Police. 


The Kérndmah of the same date reports that eee the 
late tremendous rain-fall at Lucknow, which continued for 
three or four days in succession, 2,700-houses were demo- 
lished, and 385 persons buried in the ruins, out of whom 65 
perished, the rest escaped alive. It is also stated that the 
waters of the Goomti have flooded the surrounding country 
and destroyed the villages situated on its banks. | 

An Allygurh correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar of the 6th 
Si ep tember states, on the authority of a tahsildar at Saharan- 
pore, that cholera is now fiercely raging in that city. — 


The same paper reports that disease is frightfully preva~ 
lent.in Burhanpore. The inhabitants are for the most part 
afflicted with fever and dysentery, and three or four daily fall 
victims to them. Children in particular suffer. 


The same paper reviews the annual report of the Public 
Works Department of Oudh for the past. year. Tt notices 
that the total amount sanctioned for the year was Rs. 41,03,600, 
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or abont a ‘sixth part of the total revenue of that province. 


Under the recent reductions, this sum was reduced... to 
Rs. 17,50,000.  - : 


As usual, a great portion of the money (Rs. 6,36,076) was 
spent on military works, viz., Rs. 2,100 on account of the 
Native and the rest on account of the European army. Many 
of the items of this heavy expenditure strike us with surprise, 
and it.is painful to find that Government allows extraordinary 
taxes to be imposed on the people to meet useless demands 
such as those under examination. We find, for instance, that 
during four or five months Rs. 52,000 were spent in carrying 


out the scheme of removing the were from Machchhi 
Bhawan. 


_ Then, again, an additional sum of Rs. 5,000 was spent this 
year on a gymnasium which had already cost Rs. 21,289 ; 
while the repair of the roofs of the barracks cost Rs. 25,000. 
Stranger still, Rs. 15,000 a piece were assigned for the erec- 
tion of four houses, a library, a godown, &c., and the cost of 
making two large kitchens was estimated at Rs. 68,000. 


The editor gives a detail of the expenditure under the 
other heads, and regrets that large sums of money should have 
been spent, when by prudent management much saving would 
have been ensured, Qne plan which, in his opinion, would 


lessen considerably the expense incurred in the Public Works 


Department under the existing arrangements, is the follow- 
ing :—Many of the works require no great skill or engineering 
power, and if the construction of these be entrusted to lam- 
bardars, zemindars, and wealthy Hindustanis, not only will 
the cost be considerably less, but the enormous sum now spent 
in keeping an amlah under the department would be saved. 


- In fact, could it be so managed that the people were in a posi- 


tion to know beforehand the kinds of buildings required by 
Government, and the rate of rent it would be prepared to 
pay, many of them would willingly undertake to erect them 
at their own expense, and then rent them to Government. By 
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adopting this plan, Government. will. get. rid..of the -heavy 
expense it has now to incur, and ‘the cost and trouble. of 
making annual repairs. Were the Government to adopt the 
suggestion here made, Hindustanis would be sure to form them- 
selves into companies, and provide the kind of works wanted. 


The same paper notices with regret the destruction of hun- 
dreds of houses in Lucknow by the recent rains, and prays the 
district authorities to relieve the distress to which the inhabit- 
ants have been reduced in consequence of the overwhelming 
calamity. The municipality is asked to pay Rs. 25,000 from 
the funds at its disposal, and an equal amount out of the funds 
that have been collected for the several charitable institutions in 
the city, to enable the people to rebuild and repair their houses, 


The Naiyir-i-Akbar of the 8th September, stating that 
from A. D. 1865 to 1870 190,000 persons died of small-pox 
in the Panjab, and that in order to check the disease Govern- 
ment propose enforcing vaccination, remarks that the people 
wilfully spread the disease. The Sitla fairs, which are held 
every July, are attended by hundreds of persons affected by 
this disease, who thus spread the infection. 

The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the same date draws the attention of 
Government to the bad practice prevalent in cities and towns, 
of mixing deleterious substances with articles of food, chiefly 
butter and milk, and wonders that Sections 272 and 273 of the 
Indian Penal Code, in which punishments are prescribed for 
the crime, are never carried into effect. The writer is of 
opinion that though the people may not venture to complain 
to the authorities about the evil for fear of the expense and. 
trouble attendant on a course of litigation, Government is 
bound to make direct interference in the matter, as it. does in 
serious criminal cases. He would recommend that policemen 
and municipal members should from time to time visit the mar- 
ket, and, on detecting any instances of adulteration in articles 


of food, bring the.persons concerned in the crime to condign 
punishment, : 
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The Urdu. Akhbar: of the same date, in alluding to the 
fondness of the Nawab of Bhawalpore.and the Mahérdja of 
Barodah for athletic exercises, and their Jiberal gifts to wrestlers, 
regrets that the Chiefs of India should waste their time and 
money in frivolities, instead of spending them in good acts and 
the improvement of their. states. 

The Mufid-ul-Andm of the same .date notices a curious 
practice: said to obtain in Chanda. When the rate of corn 
becomes high, the people set fire to the houses of a few of the 
rich, a hint which is sufficient to-make grain-dealers lower the 
rate. In the past year ten houses are said to have been burnt 
under these circumstances. 

The Benares Akhbar of the same date, in its column of local 
news, states that income-tax is being collected in the city, and 
that the people find it extremely distressing to pay, on account 
of the unprosperous state of trade. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 9th September remarks, it is 


given out that the Viceroy intends to visit Rajputana in the 


course of his approaching tour; but this is not likely, seeing 
that some two or three lakhs of rupees would have to be spent 
in durbar expenses, which in the present state of the finances 
cannot well be.afforded. 


Fhe Panjdbt Akhbar of the 10th September asserts that 


the news that Mr. Hayward had been killed on the other side 
of the Indus has on enquiry proved to be false. As, accord- 


ing to the terms of the treaty, the Indus is a boundary of Cash- 
mere, it is proper, in order not to discourage travellers from 
visiting that country, that those who spread such false reports 
he duly punished. 


The Agra Akhbar of the same date says it is stated that 
the rule requiring gazetted officers to retire from service after. 
the age of fifty years has been extended. to the lower grades of 


public servants ;. and thatiit is proposed not to allow persons 
to enter the public service after the age of twenty-three years. 


The editor is at a loss to make out what Government means. by 
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such limitations. He could account for the fifty-five years’ rule 
in the fact that at that period of life many persons lose their 
activity, but thinks it too hard for young men to be consi- 
dered too old for admission into serviee in the very prime of 
their youth. 

POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 

The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 22nd August refutes the 
statement made by an English contemporary that Turkey is 
a barbarous state, which is contradicted by the latters’ own 
assertion in another place that the editors of newspapers in 
that country have a lucrative profession. It holds up the fact 
of the Sultén having recently conferred the post of: Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel on the editor of a newspaper, in addition to 
a reward of Rs. 50,000, for writing an excellent editorial in 
His Majesty’s behalf, as a sufficient proof of the appreciation 
of learning and worth by the Turkish Government. 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbér of the 7th September says that 
popular opinion has been divided as to. the objeet with which 
the Governor-General’s Council was twice convened at Simla 
on Sunday last, but that it has now been made certain that 
the reason why the Council met was that a London telegram 
had brought the alarming news that Prussia had violated her 
engagement to respect the neutrality of Belgium. If England 
proclaims war, says the writer, Russia, Austria, Italy, and 
Denmark will soon be séen on the field of battle. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


A correspondont of the Vidyd Vilds of the 20th August 
notices the establishment of a translation department by the 
Mahérdja of Cashmere, at an annual expense of Rs. 30,000. 
The department has for its heads a pandit, for translating old 
and standard Sanscrit works into Hindi;'a maulavi, whose 
duty it will be to rénder Persian and Arabic works on philosophy 
and ethics into plain and elegant Urda; and a baboo, whe 
will be entrusted with the translation of useful English books 
into the Vernacular. The maulavi lately produced ‘his’ first 
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attempt, which the Maharaja so much approved that a house 
worth Rs. 2,000 was bestowed on him as a reward for his 
literary labours. The other translators are expected to meet 
with similar encouragements on submitting their performances. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 22nd August praises Raja 
Lalji, a gentleman of Bareilly, for establishing at his house a 
Vernacular school, in which Persian and Hindi are taught, as 
also for opening four. schools in his villages, supported entire- 
ly at his own expense, where free instruction is given and the 
pupils are supplied with books gratis. 


The Raja has also established two charitable dispensaries, 
which have been placed under the care of a hakim and a Na- 
tive doctor, and are daily attended by numbers of patients. 


_ The same. paper enumerates in detail the arrangements 
made by the Maharaja of Patyala for ensuring the progress 
and development of learning in his territory. The total cost 
of the educational department set up by His Highness is stated 
to be Rs. 27,200 per annum, and this at the very outset of the 
movement and in the first year of his reign. 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 3rd Sep- 
tember, while praising the arrangements made by the Director 
of Public Instruction in connection with the boarding-houses 
attached to the colleges in the North-Western Provinces, and. 
the regard paid to the morals, health, and general comfort of 
the inmates, draws attention to a particular evil which is a 
source of great inconvenience to them. The Brahmans and 
bearers who are appointed on the part of Government to cook 
for them, and do the customary pieces of service, attend the 
boarding-houses in the morning and evening to discharge their 
fixed duties, and absent themselves for the rest of the day, 
in consequence of which the boarders suffer great annoyance. 
The rich pupils have servants of their own; but the poor, 
especially such as are very young, are in a pitiable state. The 
writer invites the attention of educational authorities to the 


‘ 
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subject, and recommends a change in selectin g servants, and 
strictness in dealing with them. | 


The Saftr--Star of India of the 7th September asserts that 
the Government of Madras intends to ask the sanction of the 
Supreme Government for the grant of a lakh of rupees for 
establishing an industrial school, provided the people contri- 
bute an equal amount. 


The same paper reports that a Bengali lady has given a 
sum of Rs. 2,000 for the support of her village school. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


. A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 3rd Sep- 
tember mentions that the Magistrates of Agra and Mutitra, in 
concurrence with the members of the municipal committees, 
have issued orders for the monkeys in those cities to be cap- 
tured. Accordingly, numbers of those animals are being 
caught by baheliyas employed for the purpose, and secured in 
‘wooden cages. These were sent away to Bhurtpore to be there 
released, but the Government of that place objecting to the 
arrangement, they have been brought back, and some other 
place is to be fixed for them to be transported to. 


The Saftr-i-Star of India of the 7th September notices the 
question proposed by George Paische, Member of the Debating 
Society, Meerut, as to whether the English practice of dismiss- 
ing Hindustani visitors after exchanging a few words with 
them is preferable to that of the Hindustanis, who, when a 
person comes to see them never bid him go unless he himself 
asks leave. The writer asks why, if the English practice is 
bad, do not the people give it up, and why, if it is good, do 
not the Hindustanis adopt it. He adds, if it be said that 
every country has a fashion of its own, and that therefore the 
Europeans have their forms of visit, and the Hindustanis theirs, 
it might justly be asked if the practice in question is observed 
among Europeans on visiting one another. As this is not the 
case, it is plain that the practice is extremely unpleasant to 
Hindustanis, and far from consistent with good manners, 
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atterapt; which the Mahardj a so much approved that a house 


worth Rs. 2,000 was bestowed on him as a reward for his 
literary labours. The other translators are expected to meet 
with similar encouragements on submitting their performarices | 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 22nd August praises Raji a 
Lalji, a. gentleman of Bareilly, for establishing at his house a 
Vernacular school, in which Persian and Hindi are taught, as 
also for opening four, schools in his. villages, supported entire- 
ly at his own expense, where free. instruction is given and the 
pupils are supplied with books gratis. 


- The Raja has also established two charitable dispensaries, 
which have been placed under the care of a hakém and a Na- 
tive doctor, and are daily attended °Y numbers of —— 


| The same. paper enumerates in * detail the arrangements 
made by the Mahéraja of Patydla for ensuring the progress 
and development of learning in his territory. The total cost 
of the educational department set up by His Hi ghness is stated 
to be Rs. 27,200 per annum, and this at the very outset of the 
movement and in the first year of his reign. 


_ A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbér of the 3rd Sep- 
tember, while praising the arrangements made by the Director 
of Public Instruction in connection with the boarding-houses 
attached to the colleges in the North-Western Provinces, and 
the regard paid to the morals, health, and general comfort of 
the inmates, draws attention to a particular evil which is a 
source of great inconvenience to them. The Brahmans and 
bearers who are appointed on the part of Government to cook 
for them, and do the customary pieces of service, attend the 
boarding-houses in the morning and evening to discharge their 


fixed duties, and absent theniselves for the rest of the day, 


in consequence of which the boarders suffer great annoyance. 
The rich pupils have servants of their own; but the poor, 
especially such as are very young, are in a pitiable state. The 
writer invites the attention of educational authorities to the 
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subject, and : ebcenenseds a change in sélecting 8 z servants, ‘and 
strictness in dealing with them.. == > * et ae 


The Saftr-i-Star of India of the tth Bafiiak die eit 
the Government of Madras intends to ask the sanction of the 
Supreme Government for the grant of a lakh of rupees for 


establishing an industrial school, a the — contri- 
bute an equal amount. - 


The same paper reports that a Bengali lady has , given a 
sum of Rs. 2,000 for the support of her village school. — 


MISCELLANEOUS. oe Aa 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbdv of the 3rd Sep- 
tember mentions that the Magistrates. of Agra and Muttra, in 
concurrence with: the members of the municipal committees, 
have issued orders for the monkeys in those cities to be cap-_ 
tured. Accordingly, numbers of those animals are being 
caught by baheliyas employed for the purpose, and secured in 
‘wooden cages. These were sent away to Bhurtpore to be there 
released, but the Government of that place objecting to the 
arrangement, they have been brought back, and some other 
place is to be fixed for them to be transported to. _ 


The Saftr-i-Star of India of the 7th September notices the 
question proposed by George Paische, Member of the Debating 
Society, Meerut, as to whether the English practice of dismiss- 
ing Hindust 4ni visitors after exchanging a few words with 
them is preferable to that of the Hindustanis, who, when a 
person comes to see them never bid him go unless he himself 
asks leave. The writer asks why, if the English practice is 
bad, do not the people give it up, and why, if it is good, do 
not the Hindustanis adopt it. He adds, if it be said that 
every country has a fashion of its own, and that therefore the 
Europeans have their forms of visit, and the Hindustanis theirs, 
it might justly be asked if the practice in question is observed. 
among Europeans on visiting one another. As this is not the 
case, it is plain that the practice is extremely’ unpleasant to 
Hindustani s, and far from consistent with good manners, 


and familiar with one: another. 
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besides being :at-variance with Her Majesty’s wishes, according : 
to which Hindusténis and Européans: ought to be —e 
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| WuHer:e Pour- WHEN ReE- 
No. NAME. _‘ itgammp. | Date. CEIVED. 
1870. 1870. 
1 | Vidyd Vilds, | «+ | Jammu, . ... | Augt. 13th — 12th 
2 Abhbdr-ul-Abhyér, ++ | Muzafferpore.,... » 15th » . 12th 
8 . Vadyd Vilas, eee J ammtu, | coe | 99 20th | 99 12th 
4 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandart, ... Rempore, ms » 22nd) ,, 10th 
6B | Gwalior Gazette, eee Gwalior, : eee 99 28th | ” 9th 
6 | Matla-i-Nir, --- | Cawnpore, ... » 29th) ,, 15th 
‘7 | Malwa Akhbér, ooe dore, we eee 99 3lst —-* 9th 
-8 Akmat-ul-Akhbér, * ose | Delhi; bias » Sist | ,, 40th 
9 | Rohilkhund Akhbér, a Muradabad, ... | Septr.. 8rd » - 10th 
10 | Anjuman--Hind, ie a iis 9 8rd | ,, 10th 
11 | Gwalior Gazette, eee hior, ove 93 4th - 14th 
12 | Kadrndmah, .— ri L Cknow, ~~ » Sth | ,, 10th 
13 | Mdrwdr Gazette, -e-| Jodhpore, sien » bth jo. 18th 
14 | Jagat Saméchér, .» | Meerut, me ae Sth | .,, 14th 
15 | Oudh Akhbar, ee Lucknow, ove 9 6th » 10th 
16 . Shola-i- Tir, , eee Cawnpore, , ae? 99 6th 99 10th 
17 | Safir-i-Star of India, ¢ | Gujaranwalla, ... as 7th » 12th 
18 Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, ' eee Delhi, eee 99 7th | 99 12th 
19 | Malwa Akhbér, ee Indour, an si 7th » 15th 
20. Naiyir-i- Akbar, «+ | Bijnour, ote »  ~ 8th » 12th 
31°] Urdu Akhbar; «es | Dethi, ne fe 8th » 2h 
22° | Nojm-ul- Akhbar, cee Meerut, ies a 8th » 12th 
23 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, soe | Ludhiana, ne »  £x8th » 18th 
24°} Mufid-ul-Andm, | Fattehgurh, ...! 7” sth » 18th 
25. | Akhbdr-i- Alam, > | Meerut, ni ‘ Sth » 18th 
‘26 | Benares ‘Akhbar, uh Benares, ns a 8th » 15th 
27_| Jalwa-i- Tir, va Meerut, sea a Sth . 6a 
28 | Allygurh ' Institute Ga- | : ) ey 
ioe  zette, «| Allygurh, me — - » 12th 
29 Lawrence Gazette, see | Meerut, ae sie 9th Se 
“30 |: ay. en se Social ‘Science | Seue ease: 
os ongress, oe Jaipore, ai re 9th » ‘138th 
$1 : Panjabt Akhbédr, coo Lahore, Tr) Ty 10th os , 13th 
32: | Meerut Gazette, -»- | Meerut, eee » 10th »: 18th 
33 Anjemde-s- Hind, ..» | Luckno W, ses » 10th » 15th 
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The 15th September, 1870. 


Offy Gout, ‘Reporter, Vernacular Press, — 
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Upper india. 


ERRATA. 


_ Nore the following corrections in the foregoing Report :— 
At page 344, para. 3, for “storey” read “story.” 


» 848, para. 6, for “fifty years” read “ fifty-five years.” 


» 352, at the foot, for “the 15th September” read “the 21st 
September _ 
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